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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1 . A method for managing a plurality of video on demand (VOD) products, the 
method comprising: 

identifying a plurality of VOD product categories; 

initiating display of at least a portion of the plurality of identified VOD product 
categories; 

receiving an indication of a selected one of the plurality of VOD product 

categories; 

identifying a plurality of VOD product subcategories, wherein the plurality of 
VOD product subcategories are associated with the selected one of the plurality of VOD 
product categories; 

receiving an indication of a selected one of the plurality of VOD product 
subcategories; 

identifying a plurality of VOD products associated with the selected one of the 
plurality of VOD product subcategories; 

retrieving a plurality of VOD product identifiers, each of the plurality of product 
identifiers associated with one of the identified plurality of VOD products; and 

initiating display of at least a portion of the retrieved plurality of VOD product 
identifiers. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein identifying the plurality of VOD product 
categories comprises: 
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retrieving a list of VOD categories from a memory local to a rendering system, 

wherein the rendering system is configured to initiate display of the retrieved image data. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein identifying the plurality of VOD product 
categories comprises: 

retrieving a list of VOD categories from a VOD provider. 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein initiating display of the retrieved image data 
comprises: 

initiating display of the retrieved image data in a guide-display section of a 
display device, wherein the guide-display section is configured to be horizontally 
scrollable. 

5. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

determining a characteristic of a display device, wherein the display device is 
configured to display the retrieved image data. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the number of VOD product identifiers included 
in the at least a portion of the VOD product identifiers corresponds to the determined 
characteristic. 

7. The method of claim 1 , fiirther comprising: 
retrieving a user-defined customization factor; 
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wherein the number of VOD product identifiers included in the at least a portion 

of the VOD product . identifiers corresponds to the user-defined customization factor. 

8. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
retrieving a user-defined ranking criteria; and 

sorting the identified plurality of VOD products according to the retrieved user- 
defined ranking criteria; 

wherein the plurality of VOD product identifiers associated with the sorted 
plurality of VOD products is displayable according to the sorting. 

9. The method of claim 1 , fiirther comprising: 

providing an indication of the selected category and subcategory to a VOD guide 
provider; 

identifying, at the VOD guide provider, the plurality of VOD products associated 
with the selected category and subcategory; and 

providing a list of the plurality of VOD products to a rendering system. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein providing the list of the plurality of VOD 
products to the rendering system comprises: 

providing a list of the plurality of VOD products to a set-top box. 

J 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, fijrther comprising: 
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determining whether any of the plurality of VOD product identifiers associated 
with VOD products included in the list are stored local to the rendering system; and 

responsive to the VOD product identifier for a first of the plurality of VOD 
products not being stored local to the rendering system, requesting that the VOD guide 
provider provide the VOD product identifier for the first of the plurality of VOD 
products.. 

12. The method of claim 1 , fijrther comprising: 
retrieving a viewing restriction; and 

determining whether the viewing restriction applies to any of the plurality of 
VOD products associated with the selected one of the plurality of VOD product 
categories. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein initiating display of the retrieved image data 
comprises: 

initiating display of only the retrieved plurality of VOD product identifiers that 
comply with the viewing restriction. 
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14. A method for managing a plurality of VOD products, the method comprising: 
receiving an indication of a VOD product category; 

identifying a plurality of VOD indicators corresponding to the VOD product 
category; 

assigning a priority to each of the plurality of VOD indicators; 

identifying a set of the VOD indicators, wherein the set of the VOD indicators is 
identified according to the priority assigned to each of the plurality of VOD indicators; 
and 

initiating display of the VOD indicators included in the set of VOD indicators. 

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising: 

generating a plurality of VOD product display blocks, wherein each of the 
plurality of VOD product display blocks corresponds to the VOD indicator for each of 
the VOD indicators included in the set of VOD indicators; 

wherein initiating display of the indicators comprises: 

initiating display of at least one of the plurality of VOD product display 

blocks. 

16. The method of claim 14, further comprising: 

sorting the plurality of VOD indicators according to a user-defined criteria. 

1 7. The method of claim 1 6, wherein the user-defined criteria is based upon the rating 
of the VOD product associated with each of the plurality of VOD indicators. 
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1 8. The method of claim 1 6, further comprising: 

identifying a first of the plurality of VOD indicators that does not comply with the 
user-defined criteria; and 

removing the first of the plurality of VOD indicators from the identified plurality 
of VOD indicators such that display of the VOD product indicator associated with the 
first of the plurality of VOD indicators is not initiated. 
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1 9. A method for managing series video-on-demand (S VOD) products, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a selection to activate a S VOD guide; 
retrieving a list of SVOD providers; 

retrieving display data for each of the SVOD providers included in the list of 
SVOD providers; and 

initiating display of the retrieved display data for each of the SVOD providers, 
wherein a user can select at least one of the SVOD providers. 

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising: 

ranking the SVOD providers included in the list according to a ranking criteria; 
wherein initiating display comprises: 

rendering the display data for a higher ranking SVOD provider before 
rendering the display data for a lower ranking SVOD provider. 

21. The method of claim 19, further comprising: 

identifying a SVOD provider that corresponds to a screening criteria. 

22. The method of claim 21, wherein rendering comprises: 

initiating display of the retrieved display data for SVOD providers other than the 
identified SVOD provider that corresponds to the screening criteria. 

23. The method of claim 1 9, further comprising: 
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receiving a selection of S VOD provider included in the list of SVOD providers; 

and 

retrieving a list of available SVOD products corresponding to the selected SVOD 
provider. 

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising: 

receiving a selection of a SVOD product included in the list of available SVOD 
products; and 

initiating display of a list of available seasons for the selected SVOD product. 

25. The method of claim 24, further comprising: 

receiving a selection of a season included in the list of available seasons; and 
initiating display of a Hst of available episodes for the selected season and 
selected SVOD product. 

26. The method of claim 25, further comprising: 

receiving a selection of an episode included in the list of available episodes. 

27. The method of claim 26, further comprising: 
retrieving episodic data related to the selected episode; and 
initiating display of the retrieved episodic data. 
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28. A system for managing series video-on-demand (SVOD) products, the method 
comprising: 

means for receiving a selection to activate a SVOD guide; 
means for retrieving a Hst of SVOD providers; 

means for retrieving display data for each of the SVOD providers included in the 
list of SVOD providers; and 

means for initiating display of the retrieved display data for each of the SVOD 
providers, wherein a user can select at least one of the SVOD providers. 

29. The system of claim 28, further comprising: 

means for ranking the SVOD providers included in the list according to a ranking 
criteria; 

wherein the means for initiating display comprises: 

means for rendering the display data for a higher ranking SVOD provider 
before rendering the display data for a lower ranking SVOD provider. 
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